University of Tsukuba (Undergraduate Program)

Japanese Reading (Required Proficiency Level: J7-8)

Overview
In this course, students will complete training to acquire the reading skills required for success in
university classes. During fall semester, the focus will be primarily on collection of related materials

and comparing them to the text. There will be assignments every week in class.

Course Objectives

This course will help students develop the reading skills necessary for success in university classes.
Students will read from a wide range of texts, including newspaper articles, short essays, and
reviews, etc., and summarize and discuss their opinions and their understanding of the content in
order to develop their understanding. They will also obtain the background information necessary to

understand texts about Japanese history, culture, and thought patterns.

Course Schedule

Note:

(1) Grasping content within a time limit.

(2) Obtaining a vocabulary level equivalent to that of a Japanese person the same age.

(3) Learning about Japanese cultural background and Japanese ways of thinking.

Session1: Orientation, Understanding Materials for Theme A (comprehension of content,

vocabulary, and grammar), Information sharing and discussion

Session2: Understanding Materials for Theme B (comprehension of content, vocabulary, and
grammar), Information sharing and discussion, Assignment 1

Session3: Understanding Materials for Theme C (comprehension of content, vocabulary, and
grammar), Information sharing and discussion

Session4: Understanding Materials for Theme D (comprehension of content, vocabulary, and
grammar), Information sharing and discussion, Assignment 2

Session5: Understanding Materials for Theme E (comprehension of content, vocabulary, and
grammar), Information sharing and discussion

Session6: Understanding Materials for Theme F (comprehension of content, vocabulary, and
grammar), Information sharing and discussion, Assignment 3

Session7: Understanding Materials for Theme G (comprehension of content, vocabulary, and
grammar), Information sharing and discussion

Session8: Understanding Materials for Theme H (comprehension of content, vocabulary, and
grammar), Information sharing and discussion, Assignment 4

Session9: Understanding Materials for Theme I (comprehension of content, vocabulary, and
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grammar), Information sharing and discussion
Session10: Understanding Materials for Theme J (comprehension of content, vocabulary, and

grammar), Information sharing and discussion, Assignment 5

Textbooks, References, and Supplementary Materials

Materials will be distributed in the first class.
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Japanese Listening (Required Proficiency Level: J7-8)

Overview
In this course, students will complete training to acquire the listening skills required for success in
university classes. In addition to increasing students' vocabulary and knowledge of expressions, this

course will allow students to learn how to infer and correctly interpret a speaker's intentions.

Course Objectives
Students will be able to improve listening skills necessary to understand university classes.
Students will be able to listen to and understand about a variety of topics.

Students will be able to understand the speaker's intentions and to predict the development of the

story.

Course Schedule
Note: The schedule may be adjusted depending on students’ Japanese proficiency and academic
majors.
Session1: Orientation

Topic 1 Language and culture (1)

comprehension practice of vocabulary and contents of topic
Session2: Topic 1 Language and culture (2)

comprehension practice of vocabulary and contents of topic,
Session3: Topic 1 Language and culture (3)

comprehension practice of vocabulary and contents of topic
Session4: Topic 2 Social issues (1)

comprehension practice of vocabulary and contents of topic,
Session5: Topic 2 Social issues (2)

comprehension practice of vocabulary and contents of topic,
Session6: Topic 2 Social issues (3)

comprehension practice of vocabulary and contents of topic
Session7: Topic 3 Modern culture (1)

comprehension practice of vocabulary and contents of topic
Session8: Topic 3 Modern culture (2)

comprehension practice of vocabulary and contents of topic
Session9: Topic 3 Modern culture (3)

comprehension practice of vocabulary and contents of topic

Session10: Check test and feedback
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Textbooks, References, and Supplementary Materials

Handouts
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Seminar in Japanese Language (Required Proficiency Level: J7-8)

Overview
This course aims to help students master the necessary public speaking skills in Japanese that are a
part of university life, including oral presentations and report writing about slightly abstract issues.

Students will complete project work, with a focus on discussions and presentations.

Course Objectives

Students will be able to improve their ability of oral presentation in university seminar. Students will
be able to do presentation, Q&A, and discussion about their specialized field. Students will be able
to make a presentation using resume and data effectively. Students will be able to discuss and ask
questions and answer smooth. Students will be able to moderate discussion and to design the
direction of this discussion. Students will be able to deeply discuss about a matter. Students will e

able to write report about their presentation, using suitable style.

Course Schedule
Note:
(1)Read Reading materials in Japanese and prepare for next class discussion.
(2)Discuss about reading materials and make short presentation about it.
(3)Learn how to write a paper in Japanese.
(4)Make a presentation (with Q&amp;A) in about 25 min..
*according to the size of this class, this schedule possibly changes slightly.
Sessionl: Orientation
Self introduction
Reading material 1
Session2: Discussion about reading material 1
The useful expressions of discussion in Japanese 1
Session3: Short speech (personal)
Short Presentation about former discussion
Discussion about reading material 2
The useful expressions of discussion in Japanese 2
Session4: Short speech (personal)
Short Presentation about former discussion
Discussion about reading material 3
The useful expressions of discussion in Japanese 3

Session5: Short speech (personal)
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Short Presentation about former discussion
Making outline for final presentation
Session6: Short speech (personal)
Short Presentation about former discussion
Discussion about reading material 4
The useful expressions of discussion in Japanese 4
Session7: Short speech (personal)
Short Presentation about former discussion
Discussion about reading material 5
The useful expressions of discussion in Japanese 5
Session8: Short speech (personal)
Short Presentation about former discussion
Discussion about reading material 6
Preparation for final presentation 1
Session9: Preparation for final presentation 2

Session10: Final presentation

Textbooks, References, and Supplementary Materials

handouts
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Japanese Composition (Required Proficiency Level: J7-8)

Overview
Students will improve their composition writing ability while learning about structure and various
expressions appropriate for reports, through short composition writing practice, homework feedback,

and lectures.

Course Objectives
Students will be able to write clearly and accurately through Japanese language exercises.
Through communication with their peers, students will be able to learn the language and expressions

necessary for academic writing in university contexts and produce reports.

Course Schedule
Note: The schedule may be adjusted depending on students’ Japanese proficiency and academic
majors.
Sessionl: Orientation and Level Check
Language and Communication in the University Context
Session2: Searching for Information: Information Ethics and Copyright (including Generative Al)
Session3: Communicating Information: Writing Notes on Claims and Supporting Evidence
Session4: Deepening Understanding: Writing an Outline
Session5: Preparing for Presentation: Creating a Poster
Session6: Presentation: Writing Questions and Comments
Session7: Using Sources: Writing a Report
Session8: Reviewing Content: Peer Review of Reports
Session9: Checking Form and Style: Revising Expressions and Format

Session10: Final Report and Peer Assessment (Overall Course Reflection)

Textbooks, References, and Supplementary Materials

PowerPoint and other instructional materials prepared by the instructor will be used in each class.

Students are not required to purchase the listed references.
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